EGO 4                                   [1940
and decency of whose manners is well known, to cause
this bit of bunting, which is a scandal in their eyes, to be
hauled down. I left Mr Woodhouse consulting the text-
writers upon international law, in order to discover a pre-
cedent for the case ! ' " This letter was written in 1870, during
the Siege.
Feb. 11    Rhyming slang in extremis.   Navvy in hospital:
Sunday.    " I know, doctor, wivart your tellin? me. IVe got
my lot. The old jam tart's finished ! " And it was.
Feb. 12     A correspondence.  From George Jean Nathan:
Monday.
44 West 44tfr Street
New York
Jan. 27th, 1940
DEAK JAMES,
Tit for tat! Your own book, The Amazing Theatre,
which I finished reading last night, re-establishes the fact
that its author is England's best dramatic critic. The
collected reviews are a valued addition to my Agate
shelf.
Give Jock my best regards, and as soon as the Nazis
are licked come over here again and join me over the
drinks.
Yours ever,
GEOJIGE
Myreply:                                       Villa Volpone
10 Fairfax Road
London, N.W.6
Feb. I2th, 1940
DEAR GEOBGE,
u Even this repays me," as Antony said to WhatVher-
name. But why don't you come over and help us to lick the
Nazis? I dare say there are as good drinks in the Old
World as in the New. Take the next boat and let us investi-
gate together.
Yours,
JAMES